SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DISABILITIES                    145

Use of Schools

Educationally these castes are extremely backward. At the
time of the 1931 Census there were only 16 literate persons per
mille of their total population in British India.1 The high castes
have not fully got over their dislike for all owing depressed class
children to sit shoulder to shoulder with their children. Local
bodies have opened Achchut Pathashalas (Schools for untouch-
ables) in many a village wherein instruction is imparted up to the
lower primary standard. Such schools have been opened more
as a concession to the prejudices of high castes than out of soli-
citude for the welfare of depressed classes. These institutions
emphasize and perpetuate caste cleavage. Further, these are
below the normal standard. As a matter of fact these are places
where underfed and ill-equipped children try to learn something
from an ill-informed teacher. In cities and towns they do not,
generally, experience any difficulty in getting their children
admitted to Government or aided institutions. At any event,
instances are uncommon of depressed class children having been
refused admission to aided schools. In urban areas they evince
a keen interest in the education of their children mainly because
of the lure of Government jobs.

In the countryside, where no separate schools exist for them,
they are admitted to common schools, but often the high caste
teacher does not treat them well. He may refuse to instruct them
unless paid a rupee or so per month per ward. Here and there, a
Bhangi child may be compelled to do scavenging work in school
premises. Then there are other difficulties to be reckoned with.
We have seen already that most of them do not get enough to eat.
Their parents cannot provide books and other reading material to
them, and they cannot afford to keep a child idle for a few years.
Family, interest demands that every hand should bring grist to
the mill. It has been pointed out elsewhere that amongst them
even a child can earn something by tending cattle or doing some
other light work. The Zamindar too has to be taken into
account. He does not want that his harwaha's son should be
educated, for that would mean losing a labourer. He knows full
well that education will surely sow the seeds of discontent

1 Census of India, Vol. I, Pt. 1, p. 331.
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